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September 23, 2009

Ted Wheeler, Chair of the Board

Deborah Kafoury, District 1 Commissioner

Jeff Cogen, District 2 Commissioner

Judy Shiprack, District 3 Commissioner

Diane McKeel, District 4 Commissioner

RE: Senate District 22 Recommendation

Dear Multnomah County Board of Commissioners,

The Multnomah Youth Commission recently held interviews of all three nominees for the open Oregon Senate District 22 seat. Normally, during public elections, the Multnomah Youth Commission must abstain from supporting candidates or ballot measures, in this case since the Board of County Commissioners will be make this decision and it is within the duties of the Multnomah Youth Commission to advise the Board on policies that impact the lives of young people.

After interviews on September 22, 2009, careful considerations were made of all three candidates' past accomplishments and current/future projects. 

In 2006, the Multnomah County Department of Community Justice launched “Multnomah Embrace” and the “When You Were 15 Project.” The project was focused on the experience of community leaders when they were 15 years old and who was a mentor or other positive adult in their life at that time. We asked each on the nominees what their experiences were like when they were 15 and how it would affect their thinking as State Senator. Other questions asked what they will do to reduce the middle school and high school drop-out rates, ensure that youth voice in their constituency is both heard and represented, ensure that everyone in District 22 is represented, and finally what they will implement to help combat rising unemployment rates.
Based on all three candidates responses the Multnomah Youth Commission has chosen to recommend Representative Chip Shields for the Oregon Senate seat.

Representative Shields has direct experience with many issues that concern youth (and by extension the community as a whole) including education and foster care. Most notably, he has helped create legislation to help fund Portland Public Schools, most recently in the form of 2009's Education Budget Bill.  In addition, he is a member of the Oregon Foster Parent Association and has held hearings on safely lowering the population of kids in foster care, and addressing the disproportionate amount of minority children in foster care. 

The District 22 senator, will also need to place importance on education as much, or more than any other senator within Portland, as District 22 has disproportionate problems with its schools' funding and graduation rates. 

District 22 is large and diverse with a strong African-American community. During our interviews it was clear that whomever is picked will reach out to all of their constituents, and especially the African-American community which is too often ignored politically. We are sensitive to the lack of diversity within our State legislature and did not ignore this consideration as we decided who we would support.  Even given this important consideration we feel that Representative Shields is the best person to serve as the Senator for District 22. Shields has been involved with projects and legislation designed to help African-Americans. It is also important to note that Shields is an elected representative of House District 43, which is within District 22. This lets us know that he already has the support of some District 22 constituents.

Speaking with every candidate was informative.  We are proud of our community because no matter who is chosen all three candidates have experiences which would help them as District 22 Senator, but ultimately we feel that Rep. Chip Shields is the best nominee for the job due to his solid past accomplishments and extensive work on a variety of issues. We are confident that he will work to represent youth and all of District 22.

We thank you for considering our recommendation,

The Youth VOTE! and MYC Coordinating Committees on behalf of 

The Multnomah Youth Commission

CC:
Joshua L. Todd, Interim Director, CCFC
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